An Innovative Approach to Interdisciplinary Networking

What is Collaborative Collision?
There are two types of Collaborative Collison: a large poster-session based event, and a smaller
presentation-style event similar to the Three Minute Thesis competition. Collaborative Collision’s goal
is to foster personal connection between researchers of various disciplines who are working on
similar topic areas.
How is Collaborative Collision different from other poster sessions or presentations?
Collaborative Collision is unique in its focus on who you are as a researcher, rather than what your
latest project is. This builds personal connections centered on shared research interests.
How does Collaborative Collision work?
Collaborative Collision topics are developed in response to faculty suggestion, or direction from the
VP for Research. The Office of Proposal Development conducts a review of all faculty engaged in
research at Florida State, and specifically reaches out to those in the relevant areas. All faculty are
also invited via university-wide announcement.
Above: Example PowerPoint slide for presentation-style
Collaborative Collision: Smart Cities. Each participant must
utilize the prescribed format on the first slide, but may utilize
the second slide however they wish. Participants have 3 min.
to present.

Researchers who sign up are asked to provide information such as : Research interests (keywords), a
statement on how a collaborator can help them, a statement on how they could help a collaborator.
The Office of Proposal Development then creates a poster (or slideshow) and organizes the event,
the faculty just have to show up and meet their colleagues!

Left: Example poster made by OPD for poster-style
Collaborative Collision: Environment. Each participant provides
OPD with their information according to the areas outline on
the poster

Poster-style vs. Presentation-style is a factor of the breadth of the topic area, and the number of
expected participants. Larger, broader topics such as Health or Environment are poster-style, while
smaller, narrower topics like Smart Cities or Mental Health are presentation-style.
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