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Jenna has nearly 10 years’ experience working at an R1 university, working across the R&D spectrum and at multiple levels of research. She currently oversees operations, outreach, and student engagement of the Translational Data Analytics Institute at Ohio State, a research institute serving all of campus. In 2018, she founded the Data Science for Women Summer Camp, which aims to inspire more middle and high school women and underrepresented minority women to explore data science and analytics. Jenna hosted special events for R&D networking and worked alongside faculty to develop a strategic plan for TDAI.

Jenna began her career at Ohio State writing news releases and feature stories about faculty and student research in the life, medical and environmental sciences – gaining coverage in local and national press such as The New York Times, television stations, and national public radio. She then transitioned to speechwriter and lead science editor for Ohio’s Lt. Governor Lee Fisher and, later, Ohio State President E. Gordon Gee. In those roles, she crafted speeches, articles, and blog posts on research; co-developed a strategic communications plan for the VP of Research; and served on the university’s postdoc advisory board. Jenna’s work has also spanned proposal development, helping form multidisciplinary research teams for state and federal proposals, including a $3M proposal for an NIH Director’s Innovation Award. The proposal scored among the top 5% in country (total applications=147). She has also initiated implementation of Graduate Student Enrichment Programs, including designing the first life sciences writing workshop for graduate students and postdocs to improve research writing skills. She has served on served on conference planning committee for NORDP since 2017, helped plan a regional NORDP meeting, and assisted with many special projects. Jenna holds an BA in journalism and a Master of Business Administration, both from Ohio State.





